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Objective: To provide ICU clinicians with evidence-based guid-
ance on safe medication use practices for the critically ill.

Data Sources: PubMed, Cochrane Database of Systematic
Reviews, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials, CINAHL,
Scopus, and ISI Web of Science for relevant material to Decem-
ber 2015.

Study Selection: Based on three key components: 1) environment
and patients, 2) the medication use process, and 3) the patient
safety surveillance system. The committee collectively developed
Population, Intervention, Comparator, Outcome questions and
quality of evidence statements pertaining to medication errors and
adverse drug events addressing the key components. A total of
34 Population, Intervention, Comparator, Outcome questions, five
quality of evidence statements, and one commentary on disclo-
sure was developed.

Data Extraction: Subcommittee members were assigned selected
Population, Intervention, Comparator, Outcome questions or qual-
ity of evidence statements. Subcommittee members completed
their Grading of Recommendations Assessment, Development,
and Evaluation of the question with his/her quality of evidence
assessment and proposed strength of recommendation, then the
draft was reviewed by the relevant subcommittee. The subcom-
mittee collectively reviewed the evidence profiles for each ques-
tion they developed. After the draft was discussed and approved
by the entire committee, then the document was circulated among
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