
decompensated cirrhosis demonstrate a hyperdynamic
circulation with decreased systemic vascular resistance
manifested by low arterial blood pressure and increased
cardiac output. This pathophysiology is exacerbated

with worsening inflammation in patients with ACLF.[48,49]

In addition to a thorough physical examination, bedside
transthoracic echocardiography (TTE) provides
additional information regarding the fluid and cardiac

F IGURE 2 Assessment of circulatory function (cardiac and volume status) and management of the critically ill patient with cirrhosis.
Abbreviations: ACLF, acute-on-chronic liver failure; CVP, central venous pressure; ICU, intensive care unit; LV, left ventricular; LVEF, left
ventricular ejection fraction; MAP, mean arterial pressure; POCUS, point-of-care ultrasonography; RV, right ventricular; ScVO2, central
venous oxygen saturation; UO, urinary output.
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