
■ DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS
This chapter focuses largely on chronic dyspnea, which is defined as
symptoms lasting longer than 1 month and can arise from a broad
array of different underlying conditions, most commonly attributable
to pulmonary or cardiac conditions that account for as many as 85%
of the underlying causes of dyspnea. However, as many as one-third
of patients may have multifactorial reasons underlying dyspnea.
Examples of a wide array of conditions that underlie dyspnea with
possible mechanisms underlying the presenting symptoms are
described in Table 37-2.

TABLE 37-2 Differential Diagnosis of Disease Processes
Underlying Dyspnea


