
freckles are accentuated, while dermal pigment such as
postinflammatory hyperpigmentation fades under a Wood’s light.
Vitiligo (Fig. 56-12) appears totally white under a Wood’s lamp, and
previously unsuspected areas of involvement often become
apparent. A Wood’s lamp may also aid in the demonstration of tinea
versicolor, detection of sites of depigmentation within and/or
surrounding melanomas, and recognition of ash leaf spots in patients
with tuberous sclerosis.

FIGURE 56-12 Vitiligo. Characteristic lesions display an acral distribution and
striking depigmentation as a result of loss of melanocytes.

Patch Tests Patch testing is designed to document sensitivity to a
specific antigen. In this procedure, a battery of suspected allergens
is applied to the patient’s back under occlusive dressings and
allowed to remain in contact with the skin for 48 h. The dressings are
removed, and the area is examined for evidence of delayed
hypersensitivity reactions (e.g., erythema, edema, or
papulovesicles). This test is best performed by physicians with
special expertise in patch testing and is often helpful in the
evaluation of patients with chronic dermatitis.


