
The most common causes of nonscarring alopecia include
androgenetic alopecia, telogen effluvium, alopecia areata, tinea
capitis, and the early phase of traumatic alopecia (Table 58-5). In
women with androgenetic alopecia, an elevation in circulating levels
of androgens may be seen as a result of ovarian or adrenal gland
dysfunction or neoplasm. When there are signs of virilization, such
as a deepened voice and/or enlarged clitoris, the possibility of an
ovarian or adrenal gland tumor should be considered.

TABLE 58-5 Nonscarring Alopecia (Primary Cutaneous
Disorders)

Exposure to various drugs can also cause diffuse hair loss,
usually by inducing a telogen effluvium. An exception is the anagen
effluvium observed with chemotherapeutic agents such as
daunorubicin. Alopecia is a side effect of the following drugs:
warfarin, heparin, propylthiouracil, carbimazole, isotretinoin, acitretin,
lithium, beta blockers, interferons, colchicine, and amphetamines.
Fortunately, spontaneous regrowth usually follows discontinuation of
the offending agent.


