
avoided in favor of the more descriptive posttest probability following
a positive or a negative test result.

The nomogram version of Bayes’ rule (Fig. 4-2) helps us to
understand at a conceptual level how it estimates the posttest
probability of disease. In this nomogram, the impact of the diagnostic
test result is summarized by the likelihood ratio, which is defined as
the ratio of the probability of a given test result (e.g., “positive” or
“negative”) in a patient with disease to the probability of that result in
a patient without disease, thereby providing a measure of how well
the test distinguishes those with from those without disease.


