Direct Coombs test/direct antiglobulin test
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Blood sample from a The patient's washed RBCs agglutinate: antihuman
patient with immune- RBCs are incubated with antibodies form links between
mediated hemolytic antihuman antibodies RBCs by binding to the human
anemia: antibodies (Coombs reagent). antibodies on the RBCs.

are shown attached
to antigens on the
RBC surface.
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FIGURE 113-2 Direct and indirect Coombs test. The direct Coombs
(antiglobulin) test detects the presence of antibodies (or complement) on the
surface of erythrocytes. The indirect Coombs (antiglobulin) test detects antibodies
in the serum that may bind to donor erythrocytes. Igs, immunoglobulins; RBC, red
blood cell. (Adapted from
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/coombs_test_schematic.png.)



