
Pneumonia may develop in infants from 2 weeks to 4 months of age.
C. trachomatis is estimated to cause 20–30% of pneumonia cases in
infants <6 months of age. Epidemiologic studies have linked
chlamydial pulmonary infection in infants with increased occurrence
of subacute lung disease (bronchitis, asthma, wheezing) in later
childhood.

LYMPHOGRANULOMA VENEREUM C. trachomatis serovars L1, L2, and
L3 cause LGV, an invasive systemic STD. The peak incidence of
LGV corresponds with the age of greatest sexual activity: the second
and third decades of life. The worldwide incidence of LGV is falling,
but the disease is still endemic and a major cause of morbidity in
parts of Asia, Africa, South America, and the Caribbean. LGV is rare
in industrialized countries; for more than a decade, the reported
incidence in the United States has been only 0.1 case per 100,000
population. In the Bahamas, an apparent outbreak of LGV was
described in association with a concurrent increase in heterosexual
infection with HIV. Reports of outbreaks with the newly identified
variant L2b in Europe, Australia, and the United States indicate that
LGV is becoming more prevalent among MSM. These cases have
usually presented as hemorrhagic proctocolitis in HIV-positive men.
More widespread use of NAATs for identification of rectal infections
may have enhanced case recognition.

LGV begins as a small painless papule that tends to ulcerate at
the site of inoculation, often escaping attention. This primary lesion
heals in a few days without scarring and is usually recognized as
LGV only in retrospect. LGV strains of C. trachomatis have
occasionally been recovered from genital ulcers and from the urethra
of men and the endocervix of women who present with inguinal
adenopathy; these areas may be the primary sites of infection in
some cases. Proctitis is more common among people who practice
receptive anal intercourse, and an elevated white blood cell count in
anorectal smears may predict LGV in these patients. Ulcer formation
may facilitate transmission of HIV infection and other sexually
transmitted and blood-borne diseases.

As NAATs for C. trachomatis are being used more often,
increasing numbers of cases of LGV proctitis are being recognized in


