causes of bacterial pneumonia following measles; vaccines against
these pathogens probably lower the incidence of secondary
bacterial infections following measles.

Vitamin A is effective for the treatment of measles and can
markedly reduce rates of morbidity and mortality. The WHO
recommends administration of once-daily doses of 200,000 IU of
vitamin A for 2 consecutive days to all children with measles who
are 212 months of age. Lower doses are recommended for younger
children: 100,000 IU per day for children 6—12 months of age and
50,000 IU per day for children <6 months old. A third dose is
recommended 2—4 weeks later for children with evidence of vitamin
A deficiency. While such deficiency is not a widely recognized
problem in the United States, many American children with measles
do, in fact, have low serum levels of vitamin A, and these children
experience increased measles-associated morbidity. The
Committee on Infectious Diseases of the American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends that the administration of two consecutive
daily doses of vitamin A be considered for children who are
hospitalized with measles and its complications as well as for
children with measles who are immunodeficient; who have
ophthalmologic evidence of vitamin A deficiency, impaired intestinal
absorption, or moderate to severe malnutrition; or who have
recently immigrated from areas with high measles mortality rates.
Parenteral and oral formulations of vitamin A are available.

Anecdotal reports have described the recovery of previously
healthy pregnant and immunocompromised patients with measles
pneumonia and of immunocompromised patients with measles
encephalitis after treatment with aerosolized and IV ribavirin.
However, the clinical benefits of ribavirin in measles have not been
conclusively demonstrated in clinical trials.

COMPLICATIONS
Most complications of measles involve the respiratory tract and
include the effects of measles virus replication itself and secondary
bacterial infections. Acute laryngotracheobronchitis (croup) can
occur during measles and may result in airway obstruction,



