
TABLE 279-6 Risk of Recurrent Venous Thromboembolism
after Discontinuing Anticoagulation (European Society of
Cardiology 2019 Pulmonary Embolism Guidelines

INFERIOR VENA CAVA FILTERS
The two principal indications for insertion of an IVC filter are (1)
active bleeding that precludes anticoagulation and (2) recurrent
venous thrombosis despite intensive anticoagulation. Prevention of
recurrent PE in patients with right heart failure who are not
candidates for fibrinolysis and prophylaxis of extremely high-risk
patients are “softer” indications for filter placement. The filter itself
may fail by permitting the passage of small- to medium-size clots
via collateral veins that develop. Paradoxically, by providing a nidus
for clot formation, filters increase the DVT rate, even though they


