
Disorders can also be grouped according to gas exchange
abnormalities, including hypoxemia, hypercarbia, or combined
impairment; however, many respiratory disorders do not manifest as
gas exchange abnormalities.

As with the evaluation of most patients, the approach to a patient
with a respiratory system disorder begins with a thorough history and
a focused physical examination. Many patients will subsequently
undergo pulmonary function testing, chest imaging, blood and
sputum analysis, a variety of serologic or microbiologic studies, and


