
causes no major limitation of daily living activities. Patients with
lesions of the anterior corpus callosum can display ideomotor
apraxia confined to the left side of the body, a sign known as
sympathetic dyspraxia. A severe form of sympathetic dyspraxia,
known as the alien hand syndrome, is characterized by additional
features of motor disinhibition on the left hand. Ideational apraxia
refers to a deficit in the sequencing of goal-directed movements in
patients who have no difficulty executing the individual components
of the sequence. For example, when the patient is asked to pick up a
pen and write, the sequence of uncapping the pen, placing the cap
at the opposite end, turning the point toward the writing surface, and
writing may be disrupted, and the patient may be seen trying to write
with the wrong end of the pen or even with the removed cap. These
motor sequencing problems usually are seen in the context of
confusional states and dementias rather than focal lesions
associated with aphasic conditions. Limb-kinetic apraxia involves
clumsiness in the use of tools or objects that cannot be attributed to
sensory, pyramidal, extrapyramidal, or cerebellar dysfunction. This
condition can emerge in the context of focal premotor cortex lesions
or corticobasal degeneration and can interfere with the use of tools
and utensils.

Gerstmann’s Syndrome The combination of acalculia (impairment
of simple arithmetic), dysgraphia (impaired writing), finger anomia
(an inability to name individual fingers such as the index and thumb),
and right-left confusion (an inability to tell whether a hand, foot, or
arm of the patient or examiner is on the right or left side of the body)
is known as Gerstmann’s syndrome. In making this diagnosis, it is
important to establish that the finger and left-right naming deficits are
not part of a more generalized anomia and that the patient is not
otherwise aphasic. When Gerstmann’s syndrome arises acutely and
in isolation, it is commonly associated with damage to the inferior
parietal lobule (especially the angular gyrus) in the left hemisphere.

Gerstmann’s Syndrome Pragmatics refers to aspects of language
that communicate attitude, affect, and the figurative rather than literal
aspects of a message (e.g., “green thumb” does not refer to the


