
carcinoma should be suspected with any nonhealing ulcerative
lesion of the eyelids.

Dacryocystitis An inflammation of the lacrimal drainage system,
dacryocystitis can produce epiphora (tearing) and ocular injection.
Gentle pressure over the lacrimal sac evokes pain and reflux of
mucus or pus from the tear puncta. Dacryocystitis usually occurs
after obstruction of the lacrimal system. It is treated with topical and
systemic antibiotics, followed by probing, silicone stent intubation, or
surgery to reestablish patency. Entropion (inversion of the eyelid) or
ectropion (sagging or eversion of the eyelid) can also lead to
epiphora and ocular irritation.

Conjunctivitis Conjunctivitis is the most common cause of a red,
irritated eye. Pain is minimal, and visual acuity is reduced only
slightly. The most common viral etiology is adenovirus infection. It
causes a watery discharge, a mild foreign-body sensation, and
photophobia. Bacterial infection tends to produce a more
mucopurulent exudate. Mild cases of infectious conjunctivitis usually
are treated empirically with broad-spectrum topical ocular antibiotics
such as sulfacetamide 10%, polymyxin-bacitracin, or a trimethoprim-
polymyxin combination. Smears and cultures usually are reserved
for severe, resistant, or recurrent cases of conjunctivitis. To prevent
contagion, patients should be admonished to wash their hands
frequently, not to touch their eyes, and to avoid direct contact with
others.

Allergic Conjunctivitis This condition is extremely common and
often is mistaken for infectious conjunctivitis. Itching, redness, and
epiphora are typical. The palpebral conjunctiva may become
hypertropic with giant excrescences called cobblestone papillae.
Irritation from contact lenses or any chronic foreign body also can
induce formation of cobblestone papillae. Atopic conjunctivitis occurs
in subjects with atopic dermatitis or asthma. Symptoms caused by
allergic conjunctivitis can be alleviated with cold compresses, topical
vasoconstrictors, antihistamines (olopatadine), and mast cell
stabilizers (cromolyn). Topical glucocorticoid solutions provide


