
■ DIAGNOSIS
Any severe acute pain in the abdomen or back should suggest the
possibility of acute pancreatitis. The diagnosis is established by two
of the following three criteria: (1) typical abdominal pain in the
epigastrium that may radiate to the back, (2) threefold or greater
elevation in serum lipase and/or amylase, and (3) confirmatory
findings of acute pancreatitis on cross-sectional abdominal imaging.
Although not required for diagnosis, markers of severity may include
hemoconcentration (hematocrit >44%), admission azotemia (BUN
>22 mg/dL), SIRS, and signs of organ failure (Table 348-3).

TABLE 348-3 Severe Acute Pancreatitis


